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Fundamentals of Reading  
 Integrate an information (cueing) system that includes meaning (semantics), structure (syntax), visual (graphophonic), and pragmatics 

(schematic) to make meaning from text.   
 Gain understanding by applying reading strategies of monitoring, searching, confirming, cross-checking, rereading, and self-correcting.   
 Employ comprehension strategies before, during, and after reading text using schema, annotating, questioning, visualizing, drawing inferences, 

determining importance, summarizing, and synthesizing.   
 Use metacognition to monitor meaning and adjust strategies while reading.  
 Notice and analyze an author’s style and techniques to construct meaning. 

Components Definition 
What does it look like? 

Structure 
How can it be implemented? 

Characteristics 
Actions 

 
 
 

Direct 
Instruction 
(Concept & 

Skill 
Development) 

 
 
 
 
 

Modeling 
 
What is it? 
Modeling is the teacher 
explicitly demonstrating skills 
and strategies using a variety of 
techniques and resources. 
 
Why is it important? 
Modeling is important because 
it helps students understand 
expectations and perform tasks 
with decreased errors. Research 
shows that students better 
understand the importance of a 
task if it is modeled. This 
practice should increase on-task 
behaviors.  

 Think Alouds 

 Read Alouds 

 Visuals 

 Exemplars 

 Non-examples 

 Vocabulary Strategies 
- Context Clues 
- Frayer Model 
- Multiple Meanings 
- Roots & Affixes 

 Close Reading 

 Anchor Texts 

 Annotating 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Frequent Checking for 
Understanding 

 
 

The literacy-rich classroom will provide… 
  

 Opportunities for students to engage with 
visuals, exemplars, and non-examples 

 Verbalized thinking that includes deliberate 
questioning and shared ideas  

 Opportunities for guided student engagement 
with texts that present complex ideas through 
discussion, multiple readings, and written 
analysis 

Whole Group 
 
What is it? 
Whole group instruction is 
teacher-led direct instruction. It 

 Discussions 

 Mini-lessons 

 Direct Instruction 

 Guided Reading 

The literacy-rich classroom will provide… 
 

 Varied formative assessment strategies to check 
for student understanding  
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should include teacher modeling 
and guided practice for all 
students through the use of 
common grade-level texts.  
       
Why is it important? 
Research shows that whole 
group instruction helps 
determine a baseline of 
understanding within any class 
and develops content area skills 
using appropriate grade-level 
texts. 
 

 Close Reading (making 
connections) 

 Anchor Texts 

 Differentiation 

 Frequent Checking for 

Understanding 

 

 

 Access to new content and the review of 
previous knowledge 

Small Group  
 
What is it? 
Small group, teacher-assisted 
setting where the teacher 
supports and guides the 
students with text on their level 
 
 
Why is it important? 
Research shows that small 
group instruction allows for a 
targeted approach to help the 
students gain knowledge of 
specific skills dependent upon 
student needs, while prompting 
them to apply strategies in 
order for them to become 
competent, independent 
readers.  

 Guided Reading 

 Close Reading 

 Differentiation 

 Conferencing 

 Reteaching 

 Anchor Texts 

 Vocabulary Strategies (games, 
decoding, visuals—graphic 
organizers) 

 Frequent Checking for 
Understanding 

 

The literacy-rich classroom will provide… 
 

 Opportunities for students to be exposed to 
multiple viewpoints, perspectives, and 
backgrounds or cultures 

 Reteaching and guided practice of targeted skills 
to build proficiency  

 Teaching/reteaching of strategies to facilitate 
student competency and growth in reading 

 Opportunities for individualized teacher 
feedback through conferencing  
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Practice 

(Guided & 

Independent) 

 
 
 
 

Practice 

 
What is it? 
Practice includes opportunities 
for students to collaboratively 
and independently apply their 
knowledge of skills with 
unfamiliar texts. 
 
Why is it important? 
Practice is important because it 
allows the teacher to progress 
monitor and assess student 
learning.  
It also allows students to 
demonstrate their level of 
understanding or mastery of 
skills.  

 Close Reading 

 Recognizing Text Structure 

 Research 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Citing Text Evidence 

 Conferencing 

 Self-reflection 

 Journaling 

 Effective Feedback/Dialogue 

 Think-Pair-Share 

 Protocols (Jigsaw, Reciprocal 
Teaching) 

 Learning Stations 

 Guided Reading 

 Frequent Checking for 
Understanding 

 

The literacy-rich classroom will provide… 
 

 Opportunities for independent engagement with 
texts that include complex ideas through 
discussion, multiple readings, and written 
analysis 

 Activities that promote metacognition, 
reflection, and self-evaluation 

 Options and choices for students to guide their 
own learning  

 Opportunities for individualized teacher 
feedback through conferencing  
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Resources  

 Interactive Modeling: https://www.responsiveclassroom.org/what-interactive-modeling/  

 Modeling: https://www.intel.com/content/dam/www/program/education/us/en/documents/project-

design/strategies/instructionalstrategies-modeling.pdf  

 Instructional Strategies List:  

https://www.washoeschools.net/cms/lib08/NV01912265/Centricity/Domain/228/Instructional%20Strategies%20List%20July%202015.p

df 

 Whole Group: https://www.thoughtco.com/exploring-the-value-of-whole-group-instruction-3194549  

 Whole Classroom Management Strategies:  http://www.teachhub.com/whole-classroom-management-strategies 

 Suggestions for Utilizing Small Group: https://teaching.uchicago.edu/teaching-guides/small-group-work/ 

 Implementing Differentiation in Small Groups:  http://www.cdl.org/articles/differentiating-instruction-and-practice/ 

 Classroom Management Techniques for Small Groups: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=16&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjWnPeqi-

nXAhVJbSYKHUQTB-

YQFghwMA8&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cde.state.co.us%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdocuments%2Fcoloradoliteracy%2Fcrf%2Fdow

nloads%2Fresources%2Fpresentations%2Fkb_readingfirst06.pdf&usg=AOvVaw0XZM57mKnNLkU5CYtFzO-t  

https://benchmarkeducation.com/best-practices-library/read-about-best-practices-in-small-group-instruction.html 

 Collaborative Learning: https://www.cte.cornell.edu/teaching-ideas/engaging-students/collaborative-learning.html  

 Strategies to Foster Independent Skill Development:   https://education.alberta.ca/media/482311/is.pdf 

Designing Group Activities: speech.ipfw.edu/peerreview/TLassignments.pdf 
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